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	Environmental Refugees (Fall 2002) (by John Cairns) Sea level rise, loss of arable land, inadequate water supplies, exceeding local carrying capacity for humans, and a host of other events might easily produce environmental refugees in unprecedented numbers. These events are also likely to destabilize political systems, adding even more refugees. These probable events pose some serious... (more) 

Topics for Public Debate - Immigration, Sustainability... (Summer 2001) (by John Cairns) Many people in the United States profess a respect for natural systems, sustainable use of the planet, and immigration. The ability to compartmentalize these issues so that they are not assessed concomitantly represents an incredible denial of the obvious relationships among them. The only way to maintain these issues... (more)
Speculative Scenarios (about ''sustainability'') (Winter 2000) (by John Cairns) The great fault of all ethics hitherto has been that they believed themselves to have to deal only with the relation of man to man.—Albert Schweitzer (as quoted in Wallace, 1998, p. 412) The nations of the region will act rationally once they've run out of all other possibilities.... (more)
An Epic Struggle (Summer 1999) (by John Cairns) Abstract Human society is addicted to growth on a finite planet. As is often the case for psychological dependence, contrary evidence is ignored and wishes are confused with reality. When Malthus noted that exponential growth of the human population was a major problem, he was ridiculed and scorned -- a... (more)
The Diminished Charge on the Intellectual Electric Fence (Spring 1999) (by John Cairns) Abstract The divide between the two cultures (scientific and inductive/literary and deductive) identified by C. P. Snow has diminished appreciably in the last 40 years. Cultural exchanges may not be as effortless as they were in much earlier periods, but they have improved and are still improving. At its worst,... (more)
Malthus Revisited (Spring 1998) (by John Cairns) Abstract A wrongdoer is often a man who has left something undone, not always someone who has done something. — Marcus Aurelius All man's troubles arise from the fact that we do not know what we are and do not agree on what we want to be. — Vercors (Jean... (more) 
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